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Executive Summary

This paper explores access to post-secondary education among youth from
immigrant families in Canada. In this paper, post-secondary education includes
both university and college. Post-secondary education occupies a very
important role in Canadian society. Research shows that graduates of post-
secondary education in Canada experience higher rates of employment,
higher earning potential, and improved health and well-being. Post-secondary
education is also associated with positive societal outcomes, including reduced
rates of poverty and crime.

Encouragingly, current studies show that as a group, youth from immigrant
families in Canada access post-secondary education — especially university — at
very high rates. The highest rates of educational attainment are found among
immigrants from three regions: China, Western and Southern Asia (including
India and Pakistan), and Africa. Among first-generation immigrant youth from
Africa, university access rates are 64 percent, which is a full 26 percent higher
than the university access rates of non-immigrants. This achievement gap is
even wider among second-generation immigrant youth from Africa, who
access university at a striking rate of 81 percent, which is the highest of any
second-generation immigrant group, including immigrants from China. Please
note that this paper looks at immigration status, and not race.

High rates of post-secondary access have been found among immigrant youth
across all levels of family income and across all levels of parental education.
These findings indicate that immigrant youth and their families demonstrate a
great deal of strength and resiliency in overcoming challenges to succeed in
higher education. Immigrant parents foster a culture of education within the
family and encourage their children to pursue college and university.

Community-based programs can provide supports to ensure that immigrant
youth continue to experience positive educational outcomes. Tutoring,
mentoring, peer-based support, and culturally-grounded programming may be
particularly valuable. These types of supports are especially important for some
groups of immigrant youth who face higher risks, including youth who arrive in
Canada at an older age, youth who have a lower level of English or French
language proficiency, and youth who arrive in Canada as a refugee. All young
people deserve an equal opportunity to experience the benefits of a post-
secondary education.



Introduction

This paper explores access to post-secondary education among youth from
immigrant families in Canada. This paper is intended to provide a summary of
some of the research in this topic area by reviewing studies reported in both
academic and grey literature. This paper may be of interest to community
members and to service providers who work with immigrant youth. The findings
that are presented in this paper are generally from studies conducted at a
provincial or national level and may not be representative of the experiences of
individual youth and their families.

The Value of a Post-Secondary Education

The cost of college and university tuition in Canada has been on the rise. The
increasing expense, coupled with drastic changes in the labour market, lead
many young people to question whether a post-secondary education is still
worth the money. However, recent research demonstrates that a college or
university education is indeed a valuable investment. A post-secondary degree
pays off in the long run by providing a reliable pathway to secure, well-paying
jobs.i

Over the next decade, about two-thirds of job openings in Canada will require
a post-secondary credential.’ Adults with a post-secondary education
experience fewer layoffs and have much lower rates of unemployment.ii The
lifetime earning potential and income growth of post-secondary graduates —
across all fields of study - is significantly higher than that of high school
graduates.V One study of cumulative earnings showed that over a 20-year
period, university graduates earned about twice as much as high school
graduates, and college graduates earned about 1.5 times as much as high
school graduates.v

A college or university education is more than just a financial investment. It is
also an important social investment. Post-secondary education is linked to
improved health and well-being for individuals. Post-secondary education also
benefits Canadian society as a whole by increasing tax revenues and
decreasing costs associated with the health care, child protection, social
assistance and criminal justice systems.Vi These improvements indicate that there
is a significant social return on education.



The Relationship between Education and Crime

The relationship between education and crime is particularly important to
explore, given the large social costs associated with criminal activity. Studies
have indicated that improvements to educational systems and policies lead to
reduced levels of crime.ViiIndividuals who have lower levels of educational
attainment are at a higher risk of involvement in the criminal justice system. High
school graduation significantly reduces rates of arrests, imprisonment, and self-
reported crime.Vii In Canada, less than half of the prison population have
graduated from high school.x

Researchers have identified three main reasons why education may reduce
crime.x First, education increases access to high-quality, steady employment,
which results in higher incomes and lower rates of poverty. Unemployment and
unstable or poor-quality employment are risk factors for certain types of criminal
behaviour, like property crime.x Second, education affects time availability.
Essentially, if people are busy attending school and work, they will have limited
time available to participate in criminal activity. Third, education has been
shown to increase an individual’s patience and risk aversion. These personal
attributes can help to discourage criminal behaviour.

Education can be a critical ‘protective factor’ for youth. Young people who
have positive experiences in school are at a lower risk of engaging in criminal
behavior. By contrast, young people who have a poor attachment to school
are at risk of engaging in criminal behavior, delinquency, substance abuse and
gang involvement.xi Education can reduce crime rates by increasing the
legitimate work opportunities available to youth, raising the value of staying out
of prison, and positively impacting their knowledge, habits, and personality
attributes.xi

Post-Secondary Access Rates in Canada

Given the well-established benefits of higher education, it is encouraging that
recent research demonstrates that most young people in Canada are pursuing
post-secondary education. In fact, Canada is one of the most highly-educated
countries in the world. Of all the people in Canada between the ages of 25 to
44 years old, 75 percent have post-secondary experience of some kind.xv
Provincially, 46 percent of Ontario youth attend university by the age of 21, and
an additional 36 percent of youth attend college by the age of 21.xv These rates
of post-secondary access are considerably higher than they were in previous
decades. For example, the proportion of working-age individuals in Canada
(aged 15 to 64) with university degrees more than doubled between 1990 and
2012 xvi



These overall post-secondary access rates are promising, but there is still
important work to be done. We know that post-secondary education
contributes to social mobility and equality of opportunity in Canadian society.
One of the best ways to interrupt an intergenerational cycle of poverty in a
family is to ensure that young people from all family backgrounds have equal
access to a college or university education. i

With this is mind, it is concerning to learn that certain groups of young people
remain under-represented in higher education in Canada.*ii Research shows
that youth from low-income families, youth whose parents do not have a post-
secondary education, youth who identify as Aboriginal, youth in out-of-home
care, youth from rural areas, and youth with disabilities are all significantly less
likely to access post-secondary.xx

To address these gaps in post-secondary access rates, researchers have
examined risk factors that predict low educational achievement and have
identified barriers that prevent some youth from pursuing a post-secondary
education. Immigrants are one group of youth that have been the focus of this
type of research on educational access in Canada.?!

Post-Secondary Access Rates among Immigrant Youth

Immigrants to Canada
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1 This paper focuses on youth who are first- and second-generation immigrants to Canada. Most
of the studies that are cited do not include youth who arrived in Canada after the age of 15.
International students, in Canada on a visa with the intention of pursuing an education, are not
included as a focus of this paper.



Canada is a country that is well-known for its cultural diversity. Around 20
percent of the population are “first-generation immigrants” born outside of
Canada. An additional 15 percent are “second-generation immigrants” born in
Canada to one or more parents who were born outside of Canada.»* Canada
currently welcomes 300,000 new immigrants annually, with 60 per cent of
immigrants entering in the economic class, 28 per cent entering in the family
class, and 12 percent entering as refugees.x

Immigrants face unique challenges in the education system and labour market
in Canada. These challenges include language batrriers, limited recognition of
foreign credentials and experience, and discrimination.*i Such challenges are
important to address because they contribute to troubling labour market trends
that show recent immigrants are earning less than non-immigrants and are less
likely to obtain employment that is in line with their qualifications. However, it is
also important to highlight the fact that many immigrant families do experience
positive outcomes.xii One critical predictor of labour market success is earning a
Canadian education credential. Research suggests that across education
levels, immigrants who are educated in Canada experience good labour
market outcomes in terms of earnings and rates of employment.xiv

Both first- and second-generation immigrant youth demonstrate strong
performance on measures of educational attainment within Canada. Young
immigrants in Canada are less likely to drop out of high school and they are
more likely to pursue a Canadian post-secondary education, especially at the
university level.xxv

Post Secondary Enrollment by Immigraiton Status
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First-generation immigrant youth attend university at a rate of about 57 percent
and second-generation immigrant youth attend university at a rate of about 54
percent. Both of these rates are well above the average of 38 percent found
among non-immigrant youth. xxvi

University Attendance by Immigration Region
(does not include college attendance)
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The highest rates of educational attainment are found among immigrants from
three regions: China, Western and Southern Asia (including India and Pakistan),
and Africa.»vi2 First-generation immigrant youth from these regions have a
university participation rate that exceeds 60 percent. The only groups of
immigrant youth who have university access rates that are lower than non-
immigrants are youth from Central and Latin America (including the
Caribbean).xvii |t is important to note that by the second generation, youth in
this group are accessing post-sedondary (which includes college) at a higher
rate than non-immigrants.xx

These results may be surprising to some. Again, this research speaks to broad
immigration data, and not race data. Although the high educational
attainment of immigrants from China and other parts of Asia have been well-
documented, the educational successes of immigrants from Africa may not be
as widely known. However, research indicates that among first-generation
immigrants from Africa, university access rates are 64 percent, which is a full 26
percent higher than the university access rates of non-immigrants. This
achievement gap is even wider among second-generation immigrants from

2 n this research study, all African countries were grouped together. The authors explain that this
was done for a number of reasons: it is consistent with previous research, only small sample sizes
were available for some countries, and preliminary analyses indicated that different countries
had similar outcomes.



Africa, who access university at a striking rate of 81 percent, which is the highest
of any second-generation immigrant group, including immigrants from China.xx

One of the most interesting research findings has to do with the post-secondary
access rates found among immigrant youth who come from low-income
families and/or have parents who have low levels of formal education
themselves. In general, family income and parental education levels are usually
considered predictors of post-secondary access among youth. Parental
education level is particularly important: youth whose parents have a college or
university education are two-and-a-half times more likely to participate in post-
secondary education, compared to youth whose parents have only a high
school education or less.xxi There is also a well-documented relationship
between family income level and access to post-secondary education. For
example, in Ontario, 72 percent of student from families in the lowest income
quartile (income less than $25 000 per year) attend college or university,
compared to 93 percent of students from families in the highest income quartile
(income more than $100 000 per year).xxi3

In immigrant families, the usual trends related to family income and parental
education levels do not seem to apply. High rates of post-secondary access
have been found among immigrants across all levels of family income and
across all levels of parental education. For example, researchers found a 10
percentage point difference in post-secondary access between students living
in lower- versus higher-income neighbourhoods. However, they determined that
it is Canadian-born students living in lower income neighbourhoods who are the
least likely to access post-secondary education. First-generation immigrant
youth living in low-income neighbourhoods enroll in post-secondary education
at rates that are comparable to those of Canadian-born students living in high-
income neighbourhoods.*xii Other studies on parental education levels have
found that immigrant youth who have parents with no post-secondary
experience go on to pursue post-secondary education at rates that are much
higher than those observed for non-immigrant youth whose parents lack post-
secondary experience.»xv

3 Although the relationship between family income and post-secondary access has been well-
documented, recent research shows that overall post-secondary access rates are increasing
and the largest gains have occurred among students from low-income families. The effect of
family income is considerably less than what is commonly believed and is greatly reduced when
other student characteristics are accounted for.



These research findings suggest that immigrant youth are resilient in the face of
some common risk factors and that immigrant youth in Canada are achieving
intergenerational mobility. The educational attainment of immigrant youth is not
predetermined by the income or education levels of their parents — in fact, the
tie between parental factors and the outcomes of children is looser among

immigrants than among the non-immigrant population.*xv

Although the patterns of post-secondary access among immigrant youth are
unigue in a number of ways, some trends are consistent with the general
population of students. For example, among all student groups as a whole,
young women are more likely to participate in post-secondary — especially
university — than young men.»vi This difference has been attributed to the fact
that young women show better high school grades and higher levels of
academic engagement. xxvi

Before concluding this section on post-secondary access rates among
immigrant youth, it is important to acknowledge that access or enrolment in
education is not the same as completion or graduation. Although the research
presented in this paper is primarily focused on the issue of access to post-
secondary education, the issue of persistence in post-secondary is also worth
mentioning. The Canadian post-secondary persistence rate is among the best of
the OECD countries. Most students who “drop out” do so only temporarily,
transferring to other programs or institutions, or taking a break before re-enrolling
again.»xvii Qverall persistence rates indicate that 82 percent of college students
and 90 percent of university students will go on to graduate.»xx Some evidence
suggests that as a group, first- and second-generation immigrants in Canada
are less likely to leave post-secondary studies than non-immigrants.X However,
experts suggest that the most effective way to identify students at risk of
dropping out is to look at academic records and attitudes toward school, which
are better predictors of graduation than any single family background factor.xi

Factors Contributing to the Educational Successes of Immigrant Youth

The causes of the high rates of post-secondary access among immigrant youth
are complex. Researchers have identified a number of contributing factors. For
example, immigrant youth may be more likely to a pursue post-secondary
education because their parents are more likely to be highly educated
themselves. This is a result of the points-based immigration system used in
Canada, which emphasizes education and language knowledge among new
immigrants.¥ii Immigrant families are also more likely to live in urban areas, within
commuting distance of universities and colleges, which may also facilitate post-
secondary access among immigrant youth.xli

While these factors may play a contributing role, they are not enough to explain
the very high rates of post-secondary access found among immigrant youth,



particularly those youth whose parents have low levels of formal education. In
fact, researchers have found that the biggest factor contributing to the
educational successes of immigrant youth is culture. Specifically, immigrant
families place a high value on education.

Studies show that immigrant parents are ‘education inclined’, regardless of their
own education level. This means that even when immigrant parents have low
levels of formal education themselves, they still promote a ‘culture of education’
in their families by strongly encouraging their children to pursue a higher
education.XiviImmigrant parents engage in deliberate parenting practices to
support their children’s education, such as paying close attention to their
children’s homework, or hiring private tutors. Research shows that immigrant
parents also save more money for their children’s education, compared to non-
immigrant parents.xv

Immigrant parents have high expectations for their children, and these
expectations influence their children’s own beliefs and decision-making about
education. Immigrant youth are taught to value education from a young age.
Immigrant youth often report that for them, education is equated with cultural
identity, prestige, and success.xVi Some young immigrants also explain that they
are motivated to succeed academically because they know that their parents
have made sacrifices to migrate to Canada for their benefit. xVi

Factors that may Challenge the Educational Successes of Immigrant Youth

Evidence clearly indicates that on the whole, immigrant youth in Canada are
demonstrating high levels of educational attainment. Nevertheless, immigrant
youth do face unique challenges that are important to address.xVii

Immigrant youth may experience complex, intersecting identities. In some cases,
youth may experience conflict between the values, expectations and cultural
practices of their home/family life and those of their peer group, school, and
larger community.Xix Immigrant youth report that it can be challenging to learn
and adjust to new cultural norms.!

Further, immigrant youth, particularly those from minority backgrounds, may
experience discrimination, racism, and negative stereotypes, which can be
detrimental to their sense of identity, well-being and safety. For example,
immigrant youth who enter the Canadian school system may encounter
teachers or administrators who place them in classes that are an inappropriate
match for their abilities, based on discriminatory views of racialized groups or
“foreign education”.i In a study of first-generation undergraduate students,
young immigrants talked about how the various forms of discrimination they
encountered made them feel uneasy and made it more difficult to transition



into Canadian society. These students talked about how discrimination made
them acutely aware of the ways in which they occupied a “minority status”.lii

Some sub-groups of immigrant youth are at a particularly high risk and may be
in need of more intensive support. Significant barriers to education may arise for
youth who immigrate at older ages (i.e. over nine years of age), youth with
lower levels of English or French language proficiency, and youth who arrive in
Canada under certain immigration admission classes. v

The immigration admission class of parents has implications for the educational
outcomes of children due to differences on factors like family resources,
education levels, official language proficiency, and pre- and post-migration
experiences. VThe best educational outcomes are found among children whose
parents immigrated in the business class and skilled-worker class. The worst
outcomes are found among children whose parents immigrated in the live-in
caregiver class and family class. Refugee youth also experience diminished
educational outcomes compared to other groups of immigrants and are
considered an especially vulnerable group.Vi

Refugee youth and their families are forced to flee their countries of origin due
to humanitarian concerns, often with little or no time to prepare for migration.
Refugees experience separations and loss of families and friends and tend to
have few financial or familial resources available to them.Vi Although some
research has documented good educational outcomes among refugee youth
in the Canadian school system, other studies have identified challenges, such as
higher risks of dropping out and lower rates of enrolment in Academic-level high
school classes.

Some of the challenges facing high-risk immigrant youth include separation from
family; academic gaps due to periods of disruption in their schooling or lack of
access to formal or adequately-funded schooling; fear of authority figures, stress
caused by adapting to a new culture; being placed in the wrong academic
grade or stream upon arrival to Canada; and exposure to trauma. '

Supporting Immigrant Youth in Pursuing Post-Secondary Education

Community-based programs can play an important role in ensuring that
immigrant youth receive the supports they need to reach their full academic
potential. Research suggests that the most effective programs are those that
have multiple components, including tutoring and academic enrichment,
mentoring, peer support, and career guidance and counselling.* Programs
should address the social and emotional needs of youth, while also supporting
them in developing fundamental academic skills in areas like reading, math and
language.x Programs should aim to intervene early, because many of the
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factors that affect access to post-secondary begin to influence youth during
their elementary and middle school years.

Community-based programs can provide immigrant youth with information and
guidance about the Canadian education system and the process of searching
for, deciding on, and applying to college and university programs.i [t can be
helpful for community-based programs to provide supports to parents as well as
to youth. Although immigrant parents do a very good job of encouraging their
children to attend college or university, they may struggle when it comes to
helping their children with the specific logistics of navigating the Canadian post-
secondary system, because they may not be personally familiar with it. Parents
who do not have English or French language proficiency may find it particularly
challenging to assist their children.xii

Immigrant youth may also benefit from information about the wide range of
post-secondary programs, fields of study, and career paths available at
Canadian college and universities. In some families and communities, a narrow
range of careers are represented and respected, and youth may not be
exposed to other options.Xv Some research has also shown that immigrant youth
are more likely than non-immigrant youth to switch out of college-level
programs, indicating that college may be a stepping-stone to university for
these students.”™ Community-based programs can support immigrant youth in
learning about educational pathways in the Canadian post-secondary system
and can help youth select programs of study that match up with their individual
interests and abilities.xvi

As a vulnerable group, refugee youth may require more intensive, specific forms
of support from community-based programs. Refugee youth may have
experienced trauma as a result of war, civil unrest and family disunity, and may
need mental health care and counselling.*i Refugee youth may also need
assistance in improving their proficiency in English or French, overcoming gaps
and lapses in their formal education, submitting transcripts from foreign
institutions, applying for financial aid without Canadian citizenship or permanent
residency status, and dealing with stressors related to uncertainty in their family
immigration status. Community-based programs should employ multilingual staff
who are familiar with foreign educational systems and settlement issues. xvii

Programs that target immigrant youth should be culturally-grounded and should
highlight the many strengths of immigrant youth and families.xx Research
suggests that youth are more likely to engage in programs that respect their
individual values, choices, and culture.® [t may be helpful to connect youth
with adult role models and peer mentors in their cultural community. Mentorship
from others who have had similar experiences and faced similar challenges can
provide immigrant youth with both emotional and informational support — they
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can learn how to decide which program to pursue or which school to attend
and can gain insight into what the culture and structure of Canadian post-
secondary institutions are like. i Culturally-grounded programs can promote
empowerment, sense of belonging, self-confidence, and positive identity
development, so that immigrant youth can see that their experiences
navigating intersectional identities can be a strength to draw upon in their
personal and professional lives.xxi

At a local level, there are a number of innovative community-based programs
aimed at fostering positive educational outcomes among immigrant youth in
Ottawa. Some examples include the following: The Somali Youth Support Project
(SYSP), a community initiative operating out of Pinecrest-Queensway
Community Health Centre which includes a youth advocacy group, leadership
and life skills training, literacy programming and a recreation drop-in;

kxii Newcomer Reads, a literacy program and reading club for immigrant youth
delivered in partnership between the Ottawa Public Library and Capital
Welcomes; @iv and the Ottawa Child and Youth Homework Club Community of
Practice, an inter-agency initiative that offers tools, resources and supports to
after-school programs throughout the city. v To ensure that community-based
programs align with the best practices outlined in the research, the Ontario
Community Integration Network has put together a toolkit of resources for
working with newcomer youth.xvi

Conclusions

All young people deserve an equal opportunity to experience the benefits of a
post-secondary education. With support and encouragement from their
parents, immigrant youth in Canada demonstrate high levels of educational
achievement. These positive educational outcomes are good for individual
youth and families, and good for Canadian society as a whole. Community-
based programs can continue to support immigrant youth in reaching their full
academic potential. As our world — and our economy — become increasingly
globalized, Canada will have an advantage as a multi-cultural country that
includes highly-educated newcomers ready to take on new challenges. i

This paper explores the educational outcomes of immigrant youth. The overview
of the research presented here suggests that because immigrant youth are
more likely to pursue post-secondary education, they are less likely to be
involved in crime than their non-immigrant peers. Unfortunately, there is a lack of
in-depth data available on the relationship between race, immigration status
and crime; yet, we know that there is evidence of disproportionate rates of
incarceration by race. Institutions can facilitate more research into this
important matter by collecting and reporting more nuanced immigration and
race data.

12



References

i Finnie, R., Afshar, K., Bozkurt, E., Miyairi, M., and Pavlic, D. (2016). Barista or
Better? New Evidence on the Earnings of Post-Secondary Education
Graduates: A Tax Linkage Approach. Published by the Education Policy
Research Initiative.

i Department of Finance Canada (2014). Jobs Report: The State of the
Canadian Labour Market. Retrieved from
http://www.budget.gc.ca/2014/docs/jobs-emplois/pdf/jobs-emplois-eng.pdf

i Frenette, M. (2014). An investment of a lifetime? The long-term labour market
premiums associated with a postsecondary education. Analytical Studies
Branch Research Paper Series No. 359. Ottawa: Canada: Statistics Canada.

Statistics Canada (2016). Labour Force Survey. Retrieved from
http://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/labourmarket/currenttrends/docs/monthly/2
01602.html)

v Morissette, R., & Zhang, X. (2006). Revisiting wealth inequality. Statistics
Canada: Perspectives on Labour and Income,7(12), 5-16.

Finnie et al. (2016)

v Ostrovsky, Y. & Frenette, M. (2014). The cumulative earnings of postsecondary
graduates over 20 years: Results by field of study. Statistics Canada.

viBaum, S., Ma, J. & Payea, K. (2013). Education pays 2013: The benefits of higher
education for individuals and society. College Board: Trends in Higher
Education Series.

Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction (2008). Breaking the cycle: Ontario’s
poverty reduction strategy.

viiMachin, S., Marie, O. & Vuijic, S. (2012). Youth Crime and Education Expansion.
German Economic Review, 13(4), 366-384.

13


http://www.budget.gc.ca/2014/docs/jobs-emplois/pdf/jobs-emplois-eng.pdf
http://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/labourmarket/currenttrends/docs/monthly/201602.html
http://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/labourmarket/currenttrends/docs/monthly/201602.html

Sabates, R. (2008). Educational Attainment and Juvenile Crime: Area-Level
Evidence Using Three Cohorts of Young People. The British Journal of

Criminology, 48(3), 395-409.

vii | ochner, L. & Moretti, E. (2001). The Effect of Education on Crime: Evidence
from Prison Inmates, Arrests, and Self-Reports. National Bureau of Economic
Research: Working Paper.

x John Howard Society (2009). Crime and Unemployment: What’s the Link?
Retrieved from http://johnhoward.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/facts-
24-crime-and-unemployment-whats-the-link-march-2009.pdf

x Machin, S., Marie, O. & Vuji¢, S. (2010). The Crime Reducing Effect of
Education. Discussion Paper. Centre for Economic Performance, London
School of Economics.

X John Howard Society (2009)

xi Bunge, V.P., Johnson, H., Baldé, T.A. (2005). Exploring Crime Patterns in
Canada. Crime and Justice Research Paper Series. Statistics Canada.
Retrieved from
http://www.publications.gc.ca/collections/Collection/Statcan/85-561-
MIE/85-561-MIE2005005.pdf

Xi | ochner, Lance J. (2010). Non-Production Benefits of Education: Crime, Health,
and Good Citizenship. CIBC Centre for Human Capital and Productivity.
CIBC Working Papers, 2010-7. London, ON: Department of ECconomics,
University of Western Ontario. Retrieved from
http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cqgi?article=1062&context=economicsci
bc

xiv- Statistics Canada (2016). HRSDC calculations based on Statistics
Canada. Table 282-0004 - Labour force survey estimates (LFS), by
educational attainment, sex and age group, annual (persons unless
otherwise noted), CANSIM (database). Retrieved from http://well-
being.esdc.gc.ca/misme-iowb/.3ndic.1t.4r@-enq.jsp?id=29#M_1

OECD. (2014). Education at a Glance 2014: Country notes for Canada. Patris,
France: Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.

x Norrie, K. & Zhao, H. (2011). An overview of PSE accessibility in Ontario. Higher
Education Quality Council of Ontario.

14


http://johnhoward.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/facts-24-crime-and-unemployment-whats-the-link-march-2009.pdf
http://johnhoward.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/facts-24-crime-and-unemployment-whats-the-link-march-2009.pdf
http://www.publications.gc.ca/collections/Collection/Statcan/85-561-MIE/85-561-MIE2005005.pdf
http://www.publications.gc.ca/collections/Collection/Statcan/85-561-MIE/85-561-MIE2005005.pdf
http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1062&context=economicscibc
http://ir.lib.uwo.ca/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1062&context=economicscibc
http://well-being.esdc.gc.ca/misme-iowb/.3ndic.1t.4r@-eng.jsp?iid=29#M_1
http://well-being.esdc.gc.ca/misme-iowb/.3ndic.1t.4r@-eng.jsp?iid=29#M_1

xvixvi Statistics Canada (2016)

xii Corak, M. (2013). Public policies for equality and social mobility in Canada. A
background paper prepared for the Canada 2020 event: Equality of
Opportunity — a Canadian dream? Ottawa: Canada 2020.

Jacobson, L., &Mokher, C. (2009). Pathways to boosting the earnings of low-
income students by increasing their educational attainment. Washington,
DC: Hudson Institute, Center for Employment Policy.

wii Berger, J., Motte, A., & Parkin, A. (2009). The price of knowledge: Access and
student finance in Canada. Fourth ed. Montreal: Canada Millennium
Scholarship Foundation.

xx Norrie & Zhao (2011)

xx Corak, M. (2008). Immigration in the long run: The education and earnings
mobility of second--generation Canadians. Montreal: Institute for Research
on Public Policy.

xxi E|-Assal, K. & Fields, D. (2017). 450,000 Immigrants Annually? Integration is
Imperative to Growth. The Conference Board of Canada.

xi Plante, J. (2010). Characteristics and Labour Market Outcomes of
Internationally-educated Immigrants. Culture, Tourism and the Centre for
Education Statistics Research papers. Statistics Canada.

Sean, L., Wilkinson, L., Yan, C., Sin, R., & Tsang, T. (2012). Immigrant youth and
employment: Lessons learned from the analysis of LSIC and 82 lived stories.
Journal of International Migration and Integration, 13, 1-19.

xii Adamuti-Trache, M., & Sweet, R. (2010). Adult immigrants’ participation in
Canadian education and training. Canadian Journal for the Study of Adult
Education, 22(2), 1-26.

xiv Adamuti-Trache, M., & Sweet, R. (2005). Exploring the relationship between
educational credentials and the earnings of immigrants. Canadian Studies in
Population, 32(2), 177-201.

Sweetman, A., & McBride, S. (2004). Postsecondary field of study and the
Canadian labour market outcomes of immigrants and non-immigrants.
Ottawa, ON: Human Resources and Skills Development Canada.

xv Finnie, R. & Mueller, R.E. (2009). Access to post-secondary education in
Canada among the children of Canadian immigrants. MESA Project
Research Paper. Toronto: Educational Policy Institute.

15



Gilmore, J. (2010). Trends in dropout rates and the labour market outcomes of
young dropouts. Education Matters: Insights on Education learning and
Training in Canada, 7(4), Statistics Canada.

Norrie & Zhao (2011)

xvi Finnie, R. & Mueller, R.E. (2008). Access to Post-Secondary Education in
Canada Among First and Second Generation Canadian Immigrants: Raw
Differences and Some of the Underlying Factors. York University. Retrieved
from
http://www.yorku.ca/pathways/literature/Access/finnie.mueller.immigrants.ju

ne.2008.pdf

Finnie, R. & Mueller, R.E. (2012). Access to Post-Secondary Education Among The
First And Second Generation Children Of Canadian Immigrants. University of
Ottawa. Retrieved from http://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/education-policy-
research-initiative/sites/socialsciences.uottawa.ca.education-policy-
research-initiative/files/mesa_carmichael_finnie/finnie-
mueller.immigrants.jun.2012..pdf

xvii Childs, S., Finnie, R., Mueller, R.E. (2015). Why Do So Many Children of
Immigrants Attend University? Evidence for Canada. Journal of
International Migration and Integration, 1-28.

xwiii Childs, Finnie & Mueller (2015)

xix Childs, S., Finnie, R., & Mueller, R. (2012). University Attendance and the
Children of Immigrants: Patterns of Participation and the Role of Background
Factors. Academic Network: University of Lethbridge Openscholar. Retrieved
from http://scholar.ulethbridge.ca/mueller/files/childs.finnie.mueller.immigrant.
scan_.july .2012.pdf

x»x Finnie & Mueller (2012); Childs, Finnie & Mueller (2015)

xxi Norrie & Zhao (2011)

xxii Norrie & Zhao (2011)

xii Dooley, M.D., Payne, A.A., Robb, L. (2016). Understanding the Gaps in
Postsecondary Education Participation Based on Income and Place of Birth:

The role of high school course selection and performance. Toronto: Higher
Education Quality Council of Ontario.

16


http://www.yorku.ca/pathways/literature/Access/finnie.mueller.immigrants.june.2008.pdf
http://www.yorku.ca/pathways/literature/Access/finnie.mueller.immigrants.june.2008.pdf
http://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/education-policy-research-initiative/sites/socialsciences.uottawa.ca.education-policy-research-initiative/files/mesa_carmichael_finnie/finnie-mueller.immigrants.jun.2012..pdf
http://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/education-policy-research-initiative/sites/socialsciences.uottawa.ca.education-policy-research-initiative/files/mesa_carmichael_finnie/finnie-mueller.immigrants.jun.2012..pdf
http://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/education-policy-research-initiative/sites/socialsciences.uottawa.ca.education-policy-research-initiative/files/mesa_carmichael_finnie/finnie-mueller.immigrants.jun.2012..pdf
http://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/education-policy-research-initiative/sites/socialsciences.uottawa.ca.education-policy-research-initiative/files/mesa_carmichael_finnie/finnie-mueller.immigrants.jun.2012..pdf
http://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/education-policy-research-initiative/sites/socialsciences.uottawa.ca.education-policy-research-initiative/files/mesa_carmichael_finnie/finnie-mueller.immigrants.jun.2012..pdf

xxiv Corak (2008)

xxv Corak, M. (2008). Immigration in the long run: The education and earnings
mobility of second--generation Canadians. Montreal: Institute for Research
on Public Policy.

i Abada, T., Hou, F. & Ram, B. (2008). Group Differences in Educational
Attainment Among the Children of Immigrants. Analytical Studies Branch
Research Paper Series. Statistics Canada Catalogue no. 11F0019M - No. 308.

Finnie, R. & Mueller, R.E. (2008).
xxvii Finnie, R. & Mueller, R.E. (2008).

xviit Pgrkin, A., Baldwin, N. (2009). Persistence in post-secondary education in
Canada: The latest research. Canada Millennium Scholarship Foundation:
Millennium Research Note #8.

xxix Childs, S., Finnie, R., Martinello, F. (2016). Postsecondary student
persistence and pathways: Evidence from the YITS-A in Canada. Research in
Higher Education, 1-25.

Finnie, R., & Qiu, H. (2008). The patterns of persistence in post-secondary
education in Canada. In R. Finnie, R. E. Mueller, A. Sweetman, & A. Usher
(Eds.), Who goes? Who stays? What matters? (pp. 179-208). Montreal: McGill-
Queen’s University Press.

X Finnie, R., Childs, S., & Qiu, H. (2012). Patterns of persistence in postsecondary
education: New evidence for Ontario. Toronto, Canada: Higher Education
Quality Council of Ontario.

Xl Finnie, R., Childs, S., & Qiu, H. (2012).
xi Picot, G. (2008) Immigrant Economic and Social Outcomes in Canada:

Research and Data Development at Statistics Canada. Retrieved from
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11f0019m/11f0019m2008319-eng.pdf

Reitz, J.G. & Somerville, K. (2004). Institutional Change and Emerging Cohorts of
the "New" Immigrant Second Generation: Implications for the Integration of
Racial Minorities in Canada. Journal of International Migration and
Immigration, 5(4), 385-415.

xii Reitz & Sommerville (2004)

17


http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/11f0019m/11f0019m2008319-eng.pdf

xliv. Childs, Finnie & Mueller (2015); Corak (2008); Finnie & Mueller (2009); Gilmore
(2010)

xv Sweet, R., Anisef, P., Brown, R., Walters, D., & Phythian, K. (2010). Post-High
School Pathways of Immigrant Youth. Toronto: Higher Education Quality
Council of Ontario.

xvi Shakya, Y., S. Guruge, M. Hynie, A. Akbari, M. Malik, ... & S. Alley. (2012).
Aspirations for Higher Education among Newcomer Refugee Youth in Toronto:
Expectations, Challenges, and Strategies. Refuge, 27(2), 65-78.

Yan, M.C., Lauer, S. & Jhangiani, S. (2008). Riding the boom: Labour market
experiences of new generation youth from visible minority immigrant families.
Canadian Ethnic Studies,40(2), 129-148.

xivii Griffin, K., del Pilar, W., Mclintosh, K., Griffin, A. (2012). “Oh, of course I'm going
to go to college”: Understanding how habitus shapes the college choice
process of Black immigrant students. Journal of Diversity in Higher Education,
5(2), 96-111. Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0028393

Lehmann, W. (2009). University as vocational education: Working class students’
expectations for university. British Journal of Sociology of Education, 30(2), 137-
149.

Taylor, A., Krahn, H. (2013). Living through our children: Exploring the education
and career "choices" of racialized immigrant youth in Canada. Journal of
Youth Studies, 16(8), 1000-1021.

xvii Wilkinson, 1., Yan, M., Tsang, A., Sin, R. & Lauer, S. (2012). The school-to-work
transitions of newcomer youth in Canada. Canadian Ethnic Studies, 44(3), 29-44.

xixAnisef, P., Kilbride, K.M. (Eds.) (2003). Managing Two Worlds: The Experiences
and Concerns of Immigrant Youth in Ontario. Toronto: Canadian Scholars’
Press Inc.

I'Sinacore, A. & Lerner, S. (2013). The cultural and education transitioning of first
generation immigrant undergraduate students in Quebec, Canada.
International Journal of Educational and Vocational Guidance, 67-85.

' Shakya et al. (2012)

i Shakya et al. (2012)

i Sinacore & Lerner (2013)

18


http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/a0028393

ivCorak, M. (2012). Age at Immigration and the Education Outcomes of
Children. In Masten, A., Liebkind, K., & Hernandez, D.J. (Eds.). Realizing the
Potential of Immigrant Youth. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Kanu, Y. (2008). Educational Needs and Batrriers for African Refugee Students in
Manitoba. Canadian Journal of Education 31(4), 915-40.

Gilmore, (2010); Sweet et al. (2010)

Vv Hou, F. & Bonikowska, A. (2016). Educational attainment of childhood
immigrants: How does immigration type matter? Journal of Ethnic and
Migration Studies, 1-19.

M Hou & Bonikowska (2016)

Vi Bajwa, J.K., Couto, S., Kidd, S., Markoulakis, R., Abai, M. & McKenzie, Kwame.
(2017). Refugees, Higher Education, and Informational Barriers. Refuge, 33(2).

vii Ferede, M. (2010). Structural Factors Associated with Higher Education Access
for First-Generation Refugees in Canada: An Agenda for Research. Refuge,
27(2), 79-88.

lix Shakya et al. (2012); Taylor & Krahn (2013)

x Brock, T. (2010). Young adults and higher education: Barriers and
breakthroughs to success. The Future of Children, 20 (1), 109-132.

Dietrichson, J., Bog, M., Filges, T. & Klint Jorgensen, A. (2017). Academic
interventions for elementary school students with low socioeconomic status:
A systematic review and meta-analysis. Review of Educational Research, 1-
40.

Kuh, G., Kinzie, J., Buckley, J.A., Bridges & Hayek, J.C. (2006). What Matters to
Student Success: A Review of the Literature. Commissioned Report for the
National Symposium on Postsecondary Student Success: Spearheading a
Dialog on Student Success. National Post Secondary Education
Coorperative.

Swail, W.S., Quinn, K., Landis, K. & Fung, M. (2012). A blueprint for success: Case
studies of successful pre-college outreach programs. Educational Policy
Institute. Retrieved from
http://www.educationalpolicy.org/publications/pubpdf/TG_CASESTUDY.pdf

X Finnie, R. & Mueller, R.E. (2007). The Backgrounds of Canadian Youth and
Access to Post Secondary Education: New evidence from the Youth in

19


http://www.educationalpolicy.org/publications/pubpdf/TG_CASESTUDY.pdf

Transition Survey. In Finnie, R., & Mueller, R.E. (2009). Access to post-secondary
education in Canada among the children of Canadian immigrants. MESA
Project Research Paper. Toronto: Educational Policy Institute. Retrieved from
http://people.uleth.ca/~richard.mueller/finnie.mueller.may.2007.pdf

Frenette, M. (2007). Why are youth from lower-income families less likely to
attend university? Evidence from academic abilities, parental influences, and
financial constraints. Statistics Canada: Business and Labour Market Analysis.

Durlak, J., Weissberg, R., & Pachan, M. (2010). A meta-analysis of after-school
programs that seek to promote personal and social skills in children and
adolescents. American Journal of Community Psychology,45, 294-309.

Xi Griffin et al. (2012); Shakya et al. (2012)
ki Shakya et al. (2012); Taylor & Krahn (2013)

v Cassidy, K.J. (2015) Barriers to Post-Secondary Education: Perspectives from
Niagara. Niagara Community Observatory. Retrieved from
https://brocku.ca/webfm_send/35214

Ellison, N.B., Wohn, D.Y., Greenhow, C.M. (2014). Adolescents’ visions of their
future careers, educational plans, and life pathways. Journal of Social and
Personal Relationships, 31(4),516-534.

Lehmann (2009)

Petty, T (2014). Motivating First-Generation Students to Academic Success and
College Completion. College Student Journal, 48(2), 257-264.

xv Finnie, R., Childs, S., & Qiu, H. (2012)

i Griffin et al. (2012).

kvii Rai, A. (2015). Canadian Immigrant Youth and their Academic Performance.
Master’s Thesis — Simon Fraser University. Retrieved from
http://summit.sfu.ca/item/15322

ki Erisman, W., & Looney, S. (2007). Opening the Door to the American Dream:
Increasing Higher Education Access and Success for Immigrants. A report by
the Institute for Higher Education Policy. Retrieved from
http://www.ihep.org/sites/default/files/uploads/docs/pubs/openingthedoor.

pdf

Bajwa et al. (2017)

20


http://www.ihep.org/sites/default/files/uploads/docs/pubs/openingthedoor.pdf
http://www.ihep.org/sites/default/files/uploads/docs/pubs/openingthedoor.pdf

Rai (2015)

Xix Roderick, K., Janzen, R., Ochocka, J. & Jenkins, J. (2007). Pathways to success
in Waterloo Region: Immigrant youth at high school. Our Diverse Cities,
Metropolis Publication, 4, 139-144. Retrieved from
http://canada.metropolis.net/pdfs/ODC%200ntarioc%20Eng.pdf

x Fix, E. & Sivak, N. (2007). The growing case for youth engagement through
culture. Department of Canadian Heritage. Our Diverse Cities, Metropolis
Publication, 4, 145-151. Retrieved from
http://canada.metropolis.net/pdfs/ODC%200ntario%20Eng.pdf

Ixxi Bajwa et al. (2017)

Ixxii Anisef & Kilbride (2003)

Cossy, L.S. (2014). Transition and thriving in university: A grounded theory of the
transition experiences and conceptions of thriving of a selection of
undergraduate students at Western University. Electronic Thesis and
Dissertation Repository. Paper 2531.

Durlak, J., Taylor, R.D., Kawashima, K., Pachan, M.K., DuPre, E.P., Celio, C.I.,
Berger, S.R., Dymnicki, A.B. & Weissberg, R. P. (2007). Effects of positive youth
development programs on school, family, and community systems. American
Journal of Community Psychology, 39, 269-286.

St Clair-Thompson, H., Giles, R., McGeown, S.P., Putwain, D., Clough, P., & Perry,J.
(2016). Mental toughness and transitions to high school and to undergraduate
study. Educational Psychology.

Stelnicki, A.M., Nordsokke, D.W., Saklofske, D.H. (2015). Who is the successful
university student? An analysis of personal resources. Canadian Journal of
Higher Education, 45(2), 214 - 228.

xxii Somali Youth Support Project. www.pqgchc.com/youth/somali-youth-support/

bxiv CBC News (2017). Reading program for young newcomers wins 'awesome’
grant. www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/newcomer-reads-ottawa-syria-
abdulnour-sakhniya-1.4411997

kv Homework Club Community of Practice.
www.growingupgreat.ca/english/campaigns-and-projects/homework-club-
community-of-practice/

21


http://canada.metropolis.net/pdfs/ODC%20Ontario%20Eng.pdf
http://canada.metropolis.net/pdfs/ODC%20Ontario%20Eng.pdf
http://www.pqchc.com/youth/somali-youth-support/

kxvi QOntario Community Integration Network. (2011). Resources for Working with
Newcomer Youth. Retrieved from http://www.cin-
ric.ca/PDFs/Resources for Working with NC Youth.pdf

xvii Finnie & Mueller (2012)

22


http://www.cin-ric.ca/PDFs/Resources_for_Working_with_NC_Youth.pdf
http://www.cin-ric.ca/PDFs/Resources_for_Working_with_NC_Youth.pdf




CRIME PREVENTION
PREVENTION PN DU CRIME
OTTAWA OTTAWA

Crime Prevention Ottawa Prévention du Crime Ottawa
Partners for a safer community Ensemble vers une communauté plus sécuritaire

110 Laurier Avenue West, Ottawa, ON KI1P 1)1 110, av. Laurier Ouest, Ottawa (Ontario) K1P 1J1

Tel: 613 580 2424, ext. 22454 Tél. : 613 580 2424, poste 22454
Fax: 613 580 2593 Téléc. : 613 580 2593
Email: cpo@ottawa.ca  Courriel : pco@ottawa.ca

crimepreventionottawa.ca preventionducrimeottawa.ca



	Access Post-Secondary Education - middle - Final.pdf
	Executive Summary
	Introduction
	The Value of a Post-Secondary Education
	The Relationship between Education and Crime
	Post-Secondary Access Rates in Canada
	Post-Secondary Access Rates among Immigrant Youth
	Factors Contributing to the Educational Successes of Immigrant Youth
	Factors that may Challenge the Educational Successes of Immigrant Youth
	Supporting Immigrant Youth in Pursuing Post-Secondary Education
	Conclusions
	References


