
 
  

COVID-19 Related Fraud and 
Property Crime 
Unfortunately, there are criminals who use the coronavirus pandemic as an opportunity 
for their activities. The following is an excellent resource that has been adapted from 
Victim Support Europe detailing types of crimes to be aware of and how to protect 
yourself.   
 
At the moment, the experts have identified three main areas of coronavirus-related crime: 

1. Cybercrime: with many more people staying at home and especially working from 
home, there is a heightened risk of security breaches, hacking, and fraud. There are 
even fraudulent websites and apps posing as coronavirus trackers which are in fact 
phishing attacks or scams. Interpol also reports phone fraud where criminals call 
victims pretending to be clinic or hospital officials, who claim that a relative of the 
victim has fallen sick with the virus and request payments for medical treatment. Do 
not send any payments to anyone you do not know and verify all the information you 
receive through phone or online. Follow Europol’s advice below to make sure you are 
protected. 

 
 

2. Fake cures and medicine: there is no known cure for COVID-19 at the moment. 
There is also no vaccine. Do not buy anything sold as any type of medicine or 
remedy against coronavirus as it is fake. Europol reports thousands of seized 
counterfeit pharmaceuticals and medical devices seized as well as thousands of 
websites taken down. 

  

3. Organised property crime: it has been reported in various countries within the EU 
that perpetrators gain access to private homes by impersonating medical staff 
providing information material or hygiene products or conducting a “Corona test” with 
the intention of theft and robbery. Remain vigilant and do not let anyone you do not 
know in.  

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.interpol.int%2Fen%2FNews-and-Events%2FNews%2F2020%2FINTERPOL-warns-of-financial-fraud-linked-to-COVID-19&data=02%7C01%7Cahmad.luqman%40ottawa.ca%7Ceb66e6a9a36c48a873a708d7d648dbea%7Cdfcc033ddf874c6ea1b88eaa73f1b72e%7C0%7C0%7C637213480722323725&sdata=8aoh3RsJOtuZeBDPFQBlYEEO0y1ep09YvykjLOxoph0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europol.europa.eu%2Fnewsroom%2Fnews%2Frise-of-fake-%25E2%2580%2598corona-cures%25E2%2580%2599-revealed-in-global-counterfeit-medicine-operation&data=02%7C01%7Cahmad.luqman%40ottawa.ca%7Ceb66e6a9a36c48a873a708d7d648dbea%7Cdfcc033ddf874c6ea1b88eaa73f1b72e%7C0%7C0%7C637213480722333721&sdata=iG5UC8QLorxz7qMKLSLdpZ4s7IB699z0V5ZWDxu9%2BKQ%3D&reserved=0


 
  
 

 

 

 
The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre tracks the latest updates on coronavirus-related 
crime. They also list further examples of such COVID-related crimes.  
  
If you have become victim of any type of crime, please consult Ottawa Police’s 
Victim Crisis Unit website for list of supports.  

https://www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm
https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/features-vedette/2020/covid-19-eng.htm
https://www.ottawapolice.ca/en/about-us/Victim-Crisis-Unit.aspx
https://www.ottawapolice.ca/en/about-us/Victim-Crisis-Unit.aspx
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.europol.europa.eu%2Factivities-services%2Fpublic-awareness-and-prevention-guides%2Fmake-your-home-cyber-safe-stronghold&data=02%7C01%7Cahmad.luqman%40ottawa.ca%7Ceb66e6a9a36c48a873a708d7d648dbea%7Cdfcc033ddf874c6ea1b88eaa73f1b72e%7C0%7C0%7C637213480722323725&sdata=Nwk3fqgfkrtGY0eSfQTuiK6kg2UAF7Hv41xcUfDxo6Y%3D&reserved=0
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